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NEW REPORT HELPS HIGHLIGHT CHILD CASUALTY RATES ACROSS GREAT BRITIAN
Industry first analysis reveals huge variations in child road safety risk across the country

London, 17th August 2010: Road Safety Analysis, specialists in examining road casualty trends, has today revealed ground breaking analysis into child road casualty risk by the areas in which they live. 
The research is based on five years’ data covering over 120,000 child road casualties and is the first time that such a detailed study has been conducted. The findings indicate that children living in Preston are more than twice as likely to be injured on the road than the national average, and five times more likely than those in Kensington & Chelsea.

In a report titled “Child Casualties 2010; A study into resident risk of children on roads in Great Britain 2004-08”, the level of risk children are exposed to is compared across 408 local authority areas and shows that children living in some areas have almost a one in 200 chance of being injured each year. Using Experian’s Mosaic profiling tool, Road Safety Analysis has also been able to show that areas with a greater prevalence of deprivation are also at much greater risk than those from more affluent areas.
Over their first 16 years of life, one in every 27 children, less than the size of an average class, will be reported as injured or even killed in a collision.
More specific findings from the report show that:

· The national average is for one child (aged 0-15 years) in every 427 to be injured in a road traffic crash each year. 
· The children most at risk are those from “families on lower incomes who often live in large council estates where there is little owner-occupation” and are found in most regions in the UK, with the exception of the South East and London. Experian’s Mosaic analysis suggests that they are not inner-city communities, but are more commonly found in the outer suburbs of large provincial cities as some of the most deprived communities in United Kingdom and represent 6.52 per cent of the total population

· Road safety risk is at its highest on a Friday, the next highest day is Saturday.  Sunday is the day that the fewest number of casualties are recorded
· May is when the highest number of recorded child casualties are reported while the winter months show child casualties decreasing by approximately 25 per cent. Child pedestrian casualties are actually at their lowest in August, potentially due to there being fewer children in the country 
· Overall, children are less likely to be injured on the roads than adults
Dan Campsall, director of Road Safety Analysis says, “The results of this study show a worrying discrepancy between different parts of the country. Children in some areas experience considerably higher risk from road traffic crashes than others who might be living just over the border. There is still further study to be undertaken and we are keen to make sure all of the data and analysis techniques that underpin this study can be accessed by local authorities to allow them to investigate how they might ensure the safety of children from their communities.”
Andy Ward, Experian Public Sector adds, “Mosaic profiling has been used to highlight the danger young children face by local authority area across the UK. It is essential that local authorities have access to this insight so they can better inform campaigns and educate citizens on the importance of road safety and we hope the findings from this study will be used to make roads a safer place for young people.”
For a copy of the full report including a breakdown of casualty rates for all 408 districts, visit www.roadsafetyanalysis.org. 
	Areas where resident children experience the highest road casualty risk
	One child in every

	1
	Preston City                                      
	206

	2
	Liverpool City                                    
	234

	3
	Barrow Borough                                    
	238

	4
	Blackpool                                         
	251

	5
	Wyre Borough                                      
	254

	6
	Manchester City                                   
	259

	7
	Blackburn with Darwen Borough                     
	260

	8
	North East Lincolnshire                           
	262

	9
	Knowsley Metropolitan Borough                     
	265

	10
	Pendle Borough                                    
	271


	Areas where resident children experience the lowest road casualty risk
	One Child in every

	1
	Kensington and Chelsea London Borough             
	1158

	2
	Richmond upon Thames London Borough               
	1038

	3
	Shetland Islands                                  
	1024

	4
	Camden London Borough                             
	914

	5
	Westminster London Borough                        
	892

	6
	Elmbridge Borough                                 
	846

	7
	Kingston upon Thames London Borough               
	810

	8
	South Oxfordshire District                        
	800

	9
	West Berkshire                                    
	789

	10
	Hart District                                     
	773


Notes on the research:

The study looks only at the number of road traffic crashes which are reported to the police each year, so the real level of risk is likely to be even higher. However, children are still less likely to be injured on the roads than adults.  The average annual casualty rate for the population as a whole is 1 in 231, although this varies around the country and will be subject of a further report in the coming months.
The rates have been calculated looking at the home postcode of every child casualty aged 0-15 involved in a road traffic crash between 2004 and 2008.  As it is not possible to match a postcode for every single child a sophisticated calculation has been applied to determine an adjusted rate for every authority area to ensure that the results are representative. 

Results for City of London & Isles of Scilly should not be taken as being significant; the population estimates that are used involve an error rate that is higher than would be considered safe for further statistical analysis.
The number of injury collisions reported will be lower than the actual numbers of incidents, so the risk to children will be higher than is reported here.  The under-reporting of road traffic crashes is widely acknowledged (see page 65 of Road Casualties Great Britain 2008 available to download at http://www.dft.gov.uk/adobepdf/162469/221412/221549/227755/rrcgb2008.pdf for a more detailed explanation.)
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About Road Safety Analysis
Road Safety Analysis (RSA) is a not-for-profit company that exists to provide data solutions to the public and road safety profession.  Established earlier this year, it supports MAST Online a powerful yet user-friendly tool for analysing road casualty trends and examining the impact of residence, social and demographic factors on casualty rates.  In June RSA also helped the Department for Transport to release an open access website that allows members of the public to look at road casualty data and carry out some analysis of their own. 
For more information visit www.roadsafetyanalysis.org.uk or to access publicly available road casualty reports visit www.roadcasualtiesonline.org.uk 
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About Experian 
Experian is the leading global information services company, providing data and analytical tools to clients in more than 90 countries. The company helps businesses to manage credit risk, prevent fraud, target marketing offers and automate decision making. Experian also helps individuals to check their credit report and credit score, and protect against identity theft. 

Experian plc is listed on the London Stock Exchange (EXPN) and is a constituent of the FTSE 100 index. Total revenue for the year ended 31 March 2010 was $3.9 billion. Experian employs approximately 15,000 people in 40 countries and has its corporate headquarters in Dublin, Ireland, with operational headquarters in Nottingham, UK; Costa Mesa, California; and São Paulo, Brazil. 

For more information, visit http://www.experianplc.com.
Experian and the marks used herein are service marks or registered trademarks of Experian Information Solutions, Inc. Other product and company names mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 
-more-


